Case report of a patient with complex partial frontal lobe seizures as a complication of bifrontal lobotomy.
This case report describes an 85 year-old woman who underwent a bilateral frontal lobotomy for presumed schizophrenia 50 years ago. The patient presented with sudden alterations of consciousness accompanied by motionless staring and speech and movement arrest. After 5 to 10 seconds, contact recovered briskly. As there was electrophysiological evidence for a frontal epileptic focus, these fits were classified as complex partial frontal lobe seizures with impairment of consciousness at onset. An aetiological link with the bifrontal lobotomy is probable. At the occasion of this case report, complications of frontal lobotomy are reviewed.